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THE ENVIRONMENT AND HUMAN VALUES   Prof. Nicole Welk-Joerger  

ENE/STS 117 – SPRING 2019 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00PM – 2:20 PM 

Center for the Sustainable Environment 203 

 

Office and Office Hours: Martin Library of Sciences 213 

    Mondays 11:00AM – 12:00PM; Wednesdays 11:00AM – 12:00PM 

    Or, email to schedule a meeting outside hours 

Email: nwelkjoe@fandm.edu 

 

Dor Guez, Two Palestinian Riders, Ben Shemen Forest, 2011, Duratrans print, light box. 

 

Course Description 

What is “the environment,” and what sorts of relationships do humans have with it? Do we shape the 

environment? Are we shaped by it? Is the environment something to use, manipulate, or protect? This 

course introduces sources from the environmental humanities to get at some of these questions, and how 

different ideas about the environment have impacted how humans interact with it. The historical and 

anthropological case studies that frame this course aim to trouble assumptions about what makes a 

successful (or unsuccessful) environmental(ist) project.   

 

Throughout the semester, students will develop and improve upon reading, writing, and critical thinking. 

These skills include synthesizing information from a variety of different kinds of sources, completing 

clearly argued essays in response to them, and discussing these topics within a group amongst peers. 

Students will also explore a topic related to the course that is important to them, interrogating the issue 

using the questions posed throughout the course and culminating in a final project. 

 

 

Required Readings 

The course readings are available on Canvas.  
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Course Requirements 

Attendance: You must attend all classes and relevant Thursday lectures. You must complete the required 

readings before class and participate in class discussions. Participation is defined as not only answering 

large questions posed by the instructor, but asking questions, being an active listener, being respectful of 

fellow classmates when challenging responses and points of view, as well as taking part in small group 

activities when applicable. Attendance is mandatory, and if you have to miss a class for health or personal 

reasons, you must be in touch with the instructor ahead of time and document the reason through a written 

excuse from the Dean of Educational Services or Health Services. You have two unexcused absences 

from the class. Further unexcused absences will result in a grade penalty.  

–15% of grade 

 

Assignments: The assignment descriptions are provided below for your reference. There are weekly thesis 

statements, monthly response papers, and a final project. It is likely there will also be in-class or before-

class writing, which will be part of your participation grade. 

 

 Thesis Statements  – 15% of grade  

Response Papers (5) – 45% of grade  

• “Defining Environment” – 5% 

• “Industrialized Environment” – 10% 

• “Environmental Justice” – 10% 

• “Food and Environment” – 10% 

• “Knowledge-Making” – 10% 

Final Project – 25% of grade 

 

Grades will be assigned a letter grade rather than a numerical value. Please refer to the grading guidelines 

below when preparing assignments as well as responding to instructor feedback. Any grade appeals must 

be done formally through both an email explaining the appeal (250 words or less), and a visit in-person to 

office hours. No grade appeals will be considered via email alone, and grades may go up, down, or 

remain the same during the appeal process. 

 

A = outstanding, nearly flawless work; assignment(s) completed thoroughly; technically 

excellent; evidence of creativity and/or inspiration, deep contextual grasp of issues and 

connections among issues; and ability to synthesize individual elements into broader historical 

analysis. 

 

B = good work; all aspects of assignment(s) completed thoroughly and competently; technically 

competent (though perhaps not perfect) in spelling, grammar, format, citations; presentation 

adequate; does not consistently show inspiration, creativity, deeper grasp of connections, 

interpretations, and/or synthesis among elements. 

 

C = less than fully satisfactory work; assignment(s) not completed thoroughly or according to 

instructions; basic grasp of issues not always evident; more than occasional technical flaws. 

 

D = basic work of course (or assignment) not done, little or no effort evident. 
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Assignment Descriptions 

Thesis Statements: Before class, you are required to complete the assigned reading. Synthesizing long 

texts into “sound bites” or “flash cards” is important as we have a semester-long discussion across these 

texts. Such synthesis of (and later connection between) sources demonstrates a grasp of the literature and 

transforms articles and chapters into accessible talking points that contribute to a given conversation. 

Thesis statements are due the morning (10AM) before class on Canvas and must include: 1) a 1-3 

sentence synthesis of each text due that day, and 2) an additional 1-3 bullet points (e.g., specific 

examples from the texts) that support each thesis. These thesis exercises will ultimately help you 

complete your final project, which requires engagement with at least 5 texts from throughout the course. 

~100 words 

 

Response Papers: To link the close-reading you do in your own time, the discussions we have in class, 

and the methods used by the scholars on our reading list, you will be asked to respond to the content we 

cover every three weeks of the semester. This may require reading one or two short external readings, 

conducting a short exercise in your own time, or seriously reflecting on time period, subfield, or method 

used by a group of individuals on our list. You will receive full instructions at least one full week before 

the response is due. You will be graded on writing clarity and engagement with the sources in a given 

unit. Treat these assignments as if they were a take-home exam. Response papers will ultimately aid you 

when thinking about the methods and terms you engage with in your final project. 

~750 words 

 

Final Project: What is an environmental issue you are passionate about, or interested in learning more 

about? You will pick a topic at the beginning of the course and follow it as we explore our various 

readings and case studies. How might history help inform the present-day issue? What have 

anthropologists said about it, or what questions might they ask to explore the topic further? What have 

current news reports or policy papers said, and what might they be missing, based on the lessons we learn 

from the case studies from this course? You will answer these questions and engage with texts inside and 

outside of class to complete a final project. 

 

The project could be completed as a policy brief, a book review, a grant proposal, a podcast script, or an 

art exhibition: your choice of these or another option. The format is your choice, but it must be well-

researched and engage with at least 5 texts from class, and 5 outside sources.  

 

You will present your findings in a 10-15 minute presentation at the end of the course, which will be 5% 

of the 25% of your grade.  

~2,500 words  
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Academic Integrity 

Membership in the Franklin & Marshall community involves obligations of personal and academic 

integrity, and members of our community are bound by ideals of scholarly conduct and intellectual 

honesty. We expect our students to be honest and forthright in representing their work and its origins. 

Adherence to these norms is at the core of our academic mission and is necessary for the educational 

benefits we seek to convey. Conversely, violations undermine our shared purpose. 

 

Misconduct is defined by F&M in five ways: unauthorized aid, plagiarism, falsifying information, 

unethical interference, and facilitating misconduct. If I suspect someone is responsible for academic 

misconduct, I will refer the case to the Office of the Dean of the College for referral to the Student 

Conduct Committee or administrative action. If you are found to be responsible for academic misconduct, 

a disciplinary sanction ranging from a warning to expulsion will be assigned.  I, in consultation with the 

Committee or appropriate administrator in these cases, will decide upon a grading penalty up to a failing 

grade in the course. See https://www.fandm.edu/catalog/academic-honesty for more details. 

 

Accessibility Statement 

Franklin and Marshall College does not discriminate on the basis of disability or any other protected class 

in its programs, activities, or employment practices. The College is committed to providing effective 

communication and ensuring that qualified individuals with disabilities receive equal access to its 

programs and activities. If you require special services to complete the requirements of this course 

(including auxiliary aids, extra time on exams, document accessibility needs, etc.) please inform me 

through F&M’s Office of Student Accessibility Services as soon as possible. 

 

Mandated reporting of sexual misconduct 

It is the policy of Franklin and Marshall College that all faculty and staff are mandated reporters of sexual 

misconduct. This policy was enacted to ensure compliance with Title IX and other laws. When a student 

reports such an incident to faculty or staff, the report is treated with the greatest privacy possible.  The 

Title IX Coordinator will reach out to the student to request a meeting to discuss the incident and to 

inform the student of resources available and options regarding filing a report.  If a student refuses to 

meet, but the Title IX Coordinator determines the situation creates an ongoing threat to members of our 

community, the Title IX Coordinator will contact the student before taking the next appropriate steps. It is 

the goal of the College to give the person reporting as much control over the situation and eventual 

outcomes as possible while being mindful of the safety of the entire campus community. 

 

There are individuals on campus who can maintain complete confidentiality due to their professional 

licenses. The Student Wellness Center staff, including Counseling Services, and the Sexual Assault 

Response Line nurses can keep information completely confidential and are not obligated to report 

information to the Title IX Coordinator. The best way to reach any of these resources is to call them 

directly (Student Wellness Center/ Counseling Services:717-544-9051 and the Sexual Assault Response 

Line/SARL: 717-560-7311). For questions about the mandated reporter policy or any sexual misconduct 

issue, you may contact the Title IX Coordinator, Kate Snider, at ksnider@fandm.edu or 717-358-7178. 

 

 

 

https://www.fandm.edu/catalog/academic-honesty
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***COURSE AGENDA (subject to change)*** 

READINGS MUST BE PREPARED BEFORE THE CLASS PERIOD 

Introductions 

Wednesday, January 16th 

• Introduction to course and expectations 

 

Defining “Environment” 

Is it natural? 

Monday, January 21st  

• William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” 

Environmental History 1, no. 1 (1996): 7-28. 

• Raymond Williams, “Ideas of Nature,” in Problems in Materialism and Culture (London: 

Verso, 1980). 

 

Is it global? 

Wednesday, January 23rd 

• Sheila Jasanoff, “Image and Imagination,” in Changing the Atmosphere: Expert Knowledge 

and Environmental Governance. Ed. P. Edwards and C. Miller. (MIT Press, 2001): 309-337. 

• Anna Tsing, “Natural Universals and the Global Scale,” in Friction (Princeton University 

Press, 2005). 

• Will Steffen et. al., “The Anthropocene,” Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society 

369 (2011): 842-867. 

 

Defining “Environmentalism” 

Monday, January 28th  

• Joan Martinez-Alier, “Currents of Environmentalism,” in Environmentalism of the Poor 

(Northampton: Edward Elgar, 2002). 

• Jenny Price, “Remaking American Environmentalism,” Environmental History 13, no. 3 

(2008): 536 – 555. 

 

RESPONSE PAPER ON “DEFINING ‘ENVIRONMENT’” 

 DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST BY 11:59PM 

 

Industrialized Environment 

(Un)limited Resources 

Wednesday, January 30th  

• Garrett Hardin, “Tragedy of the Commons,” Science 162 (1968): 1243 – 1248. 

• Fredrik Jonsson, “The Origins of Cornucopianism,” Critical Historical Studies 1, no. 1 

(2014): 151-168. 

 

Monday, February 4th  

• Lecture – Josh Rottman, “How can knowledge about moral psychology be leveraged to 

promote environmentalism?” 

**Rottman Thesis Statement response due on Canvas with Wednesday, February 6 entry** 
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Eco-political Circumstances 

Wednesday, February 6th  

• Prasannan Parthasarathi, “From Cotton to Coal,” in Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not 

(Cambridge University Press, 2011).  

• Timothy Mitchell, “Machines of Democracy,” in Carbon Democracy (Verso, 2011).  

 

New Terms, Same Solutions? 

Monday, February 11th  

• Jason Moore, “Name the System!” October 9, 2016 

https://jasonwmoore.wordpress.com/2016/10/09/name-the-system-anthropocenes-the-

capitalocene-alternative/ 

• John Asafu-Adjaye et. al., “An Ecomodernist Manifesto.” (2015) 

• Donna Haraway, “Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: Making Kin,” 

Environmental Humanities 6 (2015): 159 – 165. 

 

RESPONSE PAPER ON “INDUSTRIALIZED ENVIRONMENT” 

DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH BY 11:59PM. 

 

 (Un)Just Environment 

Imperialism/Colonialism 

Wednesday, February 13th  

• Alfred Crosby, “Weeds,” in Ecological Imperialism (Cambridge University Press, 1986). 

• Virginia Anderson, “Chickwallop and the Strange Beast,” in Creatures of Empire (Oxford 

University Press, 2004) 

 

Consequences of Conservation 

Monday, February 18th  

• Karl Jacoby, “Nature and Nation,” in Crimes Against Nature (University of California Press, 

2001) 

• Ramachandra Guha, “Chipko: Social History of an ‘Environmental’ Movement,” in The 

Unquiet Woods (University of California Press, 1989). 

• Bernhard Gissibl, “German Colonialism and the Beginnings of International Wildlife 

Preservation in Africa,” GHI Bulletin Supplement 3 (2006): 121 – 143.  

 

Consequences of Industrialization 

Wednesday, February 20th  

• Andrew Hurley, “Rats, Roaches, and Smoke,” in Environmental Inequalities (UNC Press, 

2009). 

• Dorceta Taylor, “Introduction” and “Toxic Exposure” in Toxic Communities (NYU Press, 

2014). 

 

 

 

https://jasonwmoore.wordpress.com/2016/10/09/name-the-system-anthropocenes-the-capitalocene-alternative/
https://jasonwmoore.wordpress.com/2016/10/09/name-the-system-anthropocenes-the-capitalocene-alternative/
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Other Cases 

Monday, February 25th  

• Alice Wong, “The Last Straw,” Eater, July 19, 2018, 

https://www.eater.com/2018/7/19/17586742/plastic-straw-ban-disabilities  

• Annika Neklason, “California is Running Out of Inmates to Fight Its Fires,” The Atlantic, 

December 7, 2017, https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/how-much-longer-

will-inmates-fight-californias-wildfires/547628/ 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE RESPONSE PAPER 

 DUE FRIDAY, MARCH 1ST BY 11:59PM. 

 

Technological Environment 

Organic Machines 

Wednesday, February 27th  

• Sara Pritchard and Thomas Zeller, “The Nature of Industrialization,” in The Illusory 

Boundary (University of Virginia Press, 2010). 

• William Boyd, “Making Meat,” Technology and Culture 42 (2001): 631 – 664.  

 

Food Technologies 

Monday, March 4th  

• Susanne Freidburg, “Freshness from Afar,” Food and History 8, no. 1 (2010): 257-278.  

• Steven Stoll, “Insects and Institutions,” Agricultural History 69, no. 2 (1995): 216-239.  

 

Sustainability 

Wednesday, March 6th  

• Sarah Phillips, “The New Conservation,” in This Land, This Nation (Cambridge University 

Press, 2007). 

• Michael Pollan, “Naturally” (Or, the “Organic-Industrial Complex”), New York Times 

Magazine (2001), https://www.nytimes.com/2001/05/13/magazine/naturally.html 

• John Washington, “Life as a Farm Work in Yuma’s Lettuce Fields,” Civil Eats, September 3, 

2018, https://civileats.com/2018/09/03/life-as-a-farmworker-in-yumas-lettuce-fields/  

• Alex Blanchette, “Herding Species,” Cultural Anthropology 30, no. 4 (2015): 640 – 669.  

 

 

*********************************************************************  

SPRING BREAK – MARCH 11 – MARCH 15 – SPRING BREAK 

********************************************************************* 

 

 

FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT RESPONSE PAPER 

DUE SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH BY 11:59PM 

 

 

 

https://www.eater.com/2018/7/19/17586742/plastic-straw-ban-disabilities
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/how-much-longer-will-inmates-fight-californias-wildfires/547628/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/how-much-longer-will-inmates-fight-californias-wildfires/547628/
https://www.nytimes.com/2001/05/13/magazine/naturally.html
https://civileats.com/2018/09/03/life-as-a-farmworker-in-yumas-lettuce-fields/
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(Un)Healthy Environment 

Bodies and Knowledge 

Monday, March 18th  

• Conevery Valencius, “Local Knowledge,” in Health of the Country (Basic Books, 2002).  

• Linda Nash, “Modern Landscapes and Ecological Bodies,” in Inescapable Ecologies 

(University of California Press, 2006). 

 

Rachel Carson 

Wednesday, March 20th  

• Rachel Carson, “A Fable of Tomorrow,” “Beyond the Dreams of the Borgias,” and “The 

Human Price,” in Silent Spring (1962).  

• Naomi Oreskes and Eric Conway, “Denial Rides Again,” in Merchants of Doubt 

(Bloomsbury Press, 2010.) 

 

Nuclear Cases 

Monday, March 25 

• EVIDENCE WORKSHOP (Half class) 

• Kate Brown, Excerpts from Plutopia (Oxford University Press, 2013).   

 

Synthetic Bodies 

Wednesday, March 27th  

• Max Liboiron, “Redefining pollution and action,” Journal of Material Culture 21, no. 1 

(2016): 87 – 110.  

• Rebecca Altman, “Time-bombing the future,” Aeon, January 2, 2019, 

https://aeon.co/essays/how-20th-century-synthetics-altered-the-very-fabric-of-us-all 

 

Changing Environment 

Engineering Climate  

Monday, April 1 

• Richard Grove, “The Island and the History of Environmentalism,” in Nature and Society in 

Historical Context (Cambridge University Press, 1997).  

• James Fleming, “The Climate Engineers,” in Fixing the Sky (Columbia University Press, 

2011). 

 

Measuring Climate 

Wednesday, April 3 

• Adriana Petryna, “What is a Horizon?” in Modes of Uncertainty (University of Chicago 

Press, 2015).  

• Paul Edwards, “Making Data Global,” in A Vast Machine (MIT Press, 2010). 
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Going Extinct 

Monday, April 8 

• Mark Barrow, “Bones of Contention,” in Nature’s Ghosts (University of Chicago, 2009).  

• Elizabeth Kolbert, “Welcome to the Anthropocene” and “The New Pangaea,” in The Sixth 

Extinction (Holt and Company, 2014).  

 

KNOWLEDGE-MAKING RESPONSE PAPER 

DUE FRIDAY, APRIL 12TH BY 11:59PM 

 

Sacred Environment 

Stewards of the Land? 

Wednesday, April 10 

• David McConnell and Marilyn Loveless, “Thinking Globally: The Amish Ecological 

Imagination,” in Nature and the Environment in Amish Life (JHU Press, 2018).  

• Wendell Berry, “Seven Amish Farms,” in Bringing it to the Table (Counterpoint, 2009).  

 

Secularizing the Sacred 

Monday, April 15 

• James Lovelock and Lynn Margulis, “The Gaia Hypothesis,” Tellus 26 (1974): 2-10. 

• Bruno Latour, Excerpts from Facing Gaia (2017) 

• Zoe Todd, “An Indigenous Feminist’s Take On The Ontological Turn,” Journal of Historical 

Sociology 29, no. 1 (2016): 4-22.  

 

Sacralizing the Secular 

Wednesday, April 17 

• Marisol de la Cadena, “Indigenous Cosmopolitics in the Andes: Conceptual Reflections 

beyond “Politics”” Cultural Anthropology 25:2 (2010): 334 – 370. 

• Rosalyn LaPier, “Here’s what no one understands about the Dakota Access Pipeline crisis,” 

Washington Post, November 4, 2016, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/11/04/heres-what-no-one-

understands-about-the-dakota-access-pipeline-crisis/?utm_term=.303aacc18014.  

 

Final Presentation Days 

Monday, April 22 

• TBD 

 

Wednesday, April 24 

• TBD 

 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/11/04/heres-what-no-one-understands-about-the-dakota-access-pipeline-crisis/?utm_term=.303aacc18014
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/11/04/heres-what-no-one-understands-about-the-dakota-access-pipeline-crisis/?utm_term=.303aacc18014

